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portance, Napoleon, as a true son of the French Revolution,
imparted to Egypt all that was thrilling and dazzling in the
Rights of Man.

He did not content himself with singing the praises of
Egypt; he also volunteered to initiate her into the art of ruling
her house according to the latest precepts of the French Revo-
lution. "All men are equal/' so ran the epistle, "they only
differ in so far as their intellects and moral virtues distinguish
them from one another. ... In future all Egyptians will be
eligible to all posts and the conduct of affairs shafl.be entrusted
to those endowed most with knowledge, wisdom and virtue/'

Against Egypt's former masters, the Mamelukes, JBonaparte
made a violent attack. " For quite a long time these hordes of
slaves purchased from Georgia and the Caucasus have tyran-
n^ed Egypt, one of the most charming countries in the world.
If Egypt is leased to them by God, let them submit the title-
deed they hold from Almighty! But God is just and merciful
to the people. He hath ordained that their power shall come
to an end."

Before ending this epistle he made it clear that he was
serious in his advances, and that if he were thwarted he would
wreak vengeance on the culprits. " Happy! three times happy,
are those who side with us! Th^y will prosper in wealth and
in rank. Happy also are those who stand neutral, for in time
they will know us better and get into line with us. But woe
unto them who carry arms for the Mamelukes against us!
They shall perish without mercy/'

The whole political and social structure of the nation
seemed to have been overthrown by the French victory. Every-
thing was rudely shaken except men's faith in Islam and in
Allah, who had punished them for their sins by giving victory
over them to the French infidels. The whole rotten fabric of
government tottered at the touch of the French. The Turkish
faineant governor refused to listen to Napoleon's entreaties
for him to stay, and left Cairo with the Mameluke leader,
Ibrahim Bey, and his followers. The remnants fled in all
directions, but most of them followed Murad Bey in Upper
Egypt and tried to organise a Sort of guerrilla warfate
against the invaders who were trying to occupy the upper
country.